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O U R  M I S S I O N
Heighten appreciation and knowledge of the tallgrass prairie by 
providing opportunities to experience symphonic music and place-based 
education in the Kansas Flint Hills
Symphony in the Flint Hills, Inc., works to heighten appreciation and knowledge 
of the tallgrass prairie, an ecosystem that once covered 170 million acres of North 
America.  Through year-round programming, we celebrate the history, ecology, and 
culture of the Kansas Flint Hills.  Each June 7,000 kindred spirits gather for our 
signature event, which includes heritage and culture presentations and a world-class 
symphonic concert in an unmatched prairie setting.
Through our year-round programming, we are working to ensure a bright 
future for the Kansas Flint Hills.  In the past year, we have renovated our 
headquarters in Cottonwood Falls, enhancing our ability to host art exhibits, 
music programs, and special events.  We have also rebranded our Fall Event, 
WoodFest, a weekend of prairie and music activities for all ages.  You can learn 
more about our programs at symphonyintheflinthills.org.
Our work would not be possible without the support of our many donors and 
friends.  Thank you for your dedication to Symphony in the Flint Hills.
SYMPHONY IN THE FLINT HILLS, INC.
S E P T E M B E R  S W I T C H  G R A S S
Dave Leiker
32
As 2016 Major Presenting Sponsor, BNSF is proud to join Symphony in the 
Flint Hills as it explores the Future of the Flint Hills.  BNSF Railway is one of 
North America’s leading freight transportation companies, with a rail network 
of 32,500 route miles.  For 150 years, BNSF has contributed to the culture and 
economy of the Kansas Flint Hills; and we look forward to being a part of a 
bright future.
MAJOR PRESENTING SPONSOR
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C O N T E N T S
Symphony in the Flint Hills Field Journal 2016, Volume VIII 
F U T U R E  O F  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S
Introduction: Future of the Flint Hills  6
A N  O R I E N T A T I O N :  P A S T  A N D  F U T U R E   |   9
Down to Earth: The Future of the Flint Hills — Jim Sherow  10
Returning to the Flint Hills — John B.T. Campbell III  21
Minnie D. Morgan — Farrell Hoy Jenab  26
Clements, Kansas — Vicki Patton  33
Yeager’s Raiders — Jim Hoy  39
Here, Kansans Know All the Words to “Home on the Range” — Tom Averill  43
A Monument of Fortitude: The Chase County Courthouse — Christy Davis  47
C R E A T I N G  A  F U T U R E   |   51
Cowboy Creativity: An Economic Future for Rural Communities — Christy Davis  53
Code — Tyler Sheldon  60
In Matfield Green, a Glimpse of a Viable Future — Paula Haas  63
The Sunflower — State Flower and Floral Emblem  71
D R E A M I N G  B I G   |   73
A Flint Hills Legacy: Grass and Cattle — Jane Koger  75
How Big Does a Prairie Need to Be? — Brian Obermeyer  79
Successes and Opportunities for Private Land Conservation — Mike Beam  85
A Future for Flint Hills Barns — Christy Davis  93
Dream Big: Reviving a Kansas Grain Mill — Cindy Hoedel  101
54
M O R N I N G  V I E W
Allan Chow
